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Detour to the States lane 
on The Mid-South Tribune 
and the Black Information 
Highway. Submit news and 
photos for all 50 states to: 

 
MSTnews@prodigy.net 

MST sports@prodigy.net 
MSTentertainment 

@prodigy.net 
MSTbusiness@prodigy.net 

BlackInfoHwy@ 
prodigy.net 

 
Welcome, Travelers! 

Travel on the 
Black History Lane 

on 
The Mid-South 

Tribune 
and the 

Black Information 
Highway 

at www.Black 
Information 

Highway.com 
See the 

25th Annual 
Black History 2020 

Special Edition 
and the 26th Black  

History 2021 Special 
Edition 

Welcome, Travelers! 

See The Mid-South  
Tribune’s 2021 Juneteenth 

Edition on Black Infor-
mation Highway.com

 
Watch for  

The Mid-South Tribune’s 
27th Annual  

Black History Month  
Special Edition 

 
Coming February 2022 

 
To advertise, email to 

MSTbusiness@prodigy.net

 
To punish Coke for its 

punishment of  
Black-Owned  & Small  
Businesses in Atlanta, 

we say: 
 

No Coke! 
 No Woke! 

  Drink Pepsi!     
-The Mid-South Tribune-

U.S. Sens. Blackburn and Sinema introduce bill to 
improve affordability of veterans long-term care 

 NASHVILLE – Christine Hunt, 
whose lifelong work and passion 
as a horticulturalist and leader of 
river cleanup have made an im-
pact on Tennessee, has been 
named winner of the 2021 Robert 
Sparks Walker Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award. 
The award is part of the annual 
Governor’s Environmental Stew-
ardship Awards administered by 
the Tennessee Department of En-
vironment and Conservation 
(TDEC). The announcement was 
made at the annual awards lunch-
eon today. 
  “Christine Hunt has had a re-
markable career in appreciation 
and protection of our environ-
ment,” TDEC Commissioner 
David Salyers said. “Her work at 
the Tennessee Aquarium and her 
decades-long devotion to the 

Christina Hunt named Robert Sparks Walker Lifetime 
Achievement award winner for environmental work

WASHINGTON, D.C. – United 
States Senator Marsha Blackburn 
(R-Tenn.) along with Senator 
Kyrsten Sinema (D-Ariz.) intro-
duced the bipartisan Long-Term 

Care Veterans Choice Act — 
legislation requiring the VA to ex-
pand veterans’ access to the Med-
ical Foster Home (MFH) 

program. The bill was introduced 
on September 29. 
  This VA program allows vet-
erans in need of long-term care 
to choose to live in the home of 
a VA-approved caregiver, rather 
than enter into institutional care. 
The Senators’ bipartisan bill will 
save veterans thousands of dol-
lars on critical long-term care, 

while providing veterans with the 
option to stay in their com-
munities in a home-like setting 
where they can receive personal-
ized care. 
  
“Ensuring the best care for our 
veteran community is the least 
we can do to honor their sac-
rifice. Veterans with service-con-
nected disabilities who cannot 
live independently may not be 
best suited for a traditional nurs-
ing home. The bipartisan Long 
Term Care Veterans Choice Act 
requires the VA to ramp up the 
Medical Foster Home (MFH) 
program to provide more vet-
erans with personalized care in a 
home-like community setting,” 
said Senator Blackburn.  
 
 “Arizona veterans who sac-
rificed for our freedoms deserve 
affordable, quality health care as 

they age. Increasing options for 
veterans who prefer to remain in 
their communities rather than 
nursing homes will improve 
quality of life and save money 
for veterans and taxpayers,” said 
Sinema.  
    

Background: 
 Currently, the VA has an ap-
proved Medical Foster Home 
program, allowing veterans with 
serious conditions who need a 
nursing home level of care but 
prefer a non-institutional setting 
to live in private homes of VA-
approved caregivers.  
 
 The VA program allows no more 
than three veterans to reside in 
the same home to ensure a high 
level of personalized care and 
promote a family-like setting. 
Unfortunately, the VA does not 
cover the care of this program 

Sen. Marsha Blackburn

This VA program allows vet-
erans in need of long-term 
care to choose to live in the 
home of a VA-approved care-
giver, rather than enter into 
institutional care. The Sena-
tors’ bipartisan bill will save 
veterans thousands of dollars 
on critical long-term care, 
while providing veterans with 
the option to stay in their 
communities in a home-like 
setting where they can re-
ceive personalized care. 

and veterans must pay out-of-
pocket for this option.  
 
 The typical rate in a traditional 
nursing home is $7,000 a month, 
while the cost of a medical foster 
home is $1,500-$3,000 a month. 

Tennessee River Rescue have 
made her not only a champion 
for our environment, but an in-
spiration to many others who 
have worked under her leader-
ship. We are proud to honor 
Christine with our lifetime 

achievement award.” 
 Hunt is the former horticultural-
ist at the Tennessee State Aquar-
ium in Chattanooga, where she 
worked for 30 years. She worked 
alongside hundreds of horticul-
ture volunteers, instilling in them 
an appreciation for the plants in 
living forests. But her passion for 
nature and her leadership in con-
servation has extended beyond 
the Tennessee Aquarium. 
  In 1988, she and a small group 
of volunteers began a grassroots 
effort known as Tennessee River 
Rescue. The group cleaned up the 
waterways in and around Chatta-
nooga. The first year they 
cleaned the banks of the Tennes-
see River in two zones. Thirty 
years later, more than 800 vol-
unteers collected 4,000 bags of 
trash in 20 zones across three 

Hunt is the former horticul-
turalist at the Tennessee State 
Aquarium in Chattanooga, 
where she worked for 30 
years. She worked alongside 
hundreds of horticulture vol-
unteers, instilling in them an 
appreciation for the plants in 
living forests. But her passion 
for nature and her leadership 
in conservation has extended 
beyond the Tennessee Aquar-
ium.  

counties at the annual rescue 
event. 
   
 The Tennessee River Rescue has 
developed the skills and experi-
ence of volunteers to grow the 
cleanups to more zones and more 
people. Some zones even utilize 
experienced divers to collect sub-
merged trash. Other zones re-
quire boats to reach and collect 
trash. One facet has been chal-
lenging volunteers to find the 
most interesting piece of trash, 
and previous items have included 
sofas, shopping carts and even 
false teeth. 
  After years of the Tennessee 
River Rescue, Hunt successfully 
proposed a “pollution tank” to 
the Aquarium exhibits committee 
to bring awareness about pollu-
tion in Tennessee’s waterways. 

The tank is now a fan favorite at 
the Aquarium. The Tennessee 
River Rescue has partnered and 
assisted river cleanups in other 
parts of Tennessee and Alabama. 
Hunt has also had a long involve-
ment in the study and apprecia-
tion of butterflies and has led 
international trips where Aquar-
ium members visit butterfly 
farms. 
  
  Prior to working at the Tennes-
see Aquarium, Hunt was a native 
plant specialist at Reflection Rid-
ing Arboretum and Nature Center 
in Chattanooga. She earned a 
master’s degree in Environmental 
Science at the University of Ten-
nessee at Chattanooga, where she 
founded an Earth Day celebration 
in 1990. 
  

Journalists Kayla Burton and Bridget Condon join 
NFL Media; Each to serve in multi-platform roles  

N.Y., N.Y. - Journalists Kayla 
Burton and Bridget Condon have 
joined NFL Media, it was an-
nounced.  
Burton and Condon will serve 
multi-platform roles for NFL 
Media across NFL Network, 
NFL.com and the NFL app, with 
a variety of duties including on-
air news updates, field reporting 
and contributions on properties 
such as Fantasy Football. 
 Prior to joining NFL Network, 
Burton (@Kay_Breezy22) served 
in a number of different roles 
with Western Mass News based 

in Springfield, Massachusetts, 
such as sports/news anchor, re-
porter and content producer. Ad-
ditionally, Burton co-hosted the 
New England Patriots' official 
pregame show, and for the past 
two years served as the color 
commentator for broadcasts of 
the Yale men's and women's bas-
ketball teams. 
 Burton graduated from Lehigh 
University in 2017 with a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Journalism 
and a minor in Africana Studies, 
and was a member of the 
women's basketball team. Ad-

ditionally, Burton earned a 
master's degree from the New-
house Broadcast and Journalism 
school with an emphasis in 
Sports Communications at Syr-
acuse University in 2019. 
 Condon (@BridgetCondon_) 
joins NFL Network from 
WTVD-TV in Durham, North 
Carolina, where she spent four 
years as an on-air sports anchor 
and reporter covering profes-
sional and local sports in the 
area. Prior to joining WTVD, 
Condon spent two years as an on-
air sports anchor and reporter 

with WCAV-TV in Charlottes-
ville, Virginia. 
 Condon graduated from James 
Madison University in 2015 with 
a double major in Media Arts & 
Design (concentration in Jour-
nalism) and Spanish. In 2019, 
she earned a graduate certificate 
in Digital Communication from 
the University of North Carolina 
in Chapel Hill. 
  
 NFL Media is comprised of 
NFL Network, NFL RedZone, 
NFL Films, NFL.com, the NFL 

app and streaming service, the 
NFL Channel. 
 Launched in 2003, NFL Net-
work gives fans unprecedented 
year-round inside access to all 
NFL events, including the Super 
Bowl, Playoffs, regular season, 
preseason, Pro Bowl, Pro Foot-
ball Hall of Fame induction 
weekend, NFL Draft, NFL 
Scouting Combine, Senior Bowl, 
league meetings, minicamps and 
training camps. 
 For more information, go to 
NFL.com/nflnetwork. 

Unfortunately, the VA does 
not cover the care of this pro-
gram and veterans must pay 
out-of-pocket for this option. 
The typical rate in a tradi-
tional nursing home is $7,000 
a month, while the cost of a 
medical foster home is 
$1,500-$3,000 a month. 

The Long-Term Care Veterans 
Choice Act requires the VA to 
cover the cost of care of the med-
ical foster home program, poten-
tially saving veterans thousands 
of dollars a month. 


